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connecting rivers:
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and improve the ecological health
and scenic beauty of the Winnebago
takes through citizen invalvement in
research, education, communicatian
and tooperation. )
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Focus on the Fox-Wolf Partners Network
This issue of Water Ways describes the Fox-Woli Pavtners Netweark
eroups concerned about our lokes and rivers will be able to work together on
pratection and improvement projects, Ineluded is an explaration of how the
Network witl work, win it Iy needed and what frpes of colfahorative profeets it
intendls to promote, By forming the Fox-Wolf Partiers Network, the Lakes Couneil
frapes to sienificantly increase ideas and fimding for habitar stewardsiip and
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predlnationn cenitred

Oie of the main goals of the Bakes Council fir 2007 i Lo create a Fox-Woll Partners
MNetaork o enable sroups interested m conservalion projects 1o communicate and
conrdinate with each other Initially we are focusing on groups invalved with the
Winnebago Pool. Two steps are now imderway;
= Compilation of a database of relevant agencies, organizations and
businesaes with imerests in the Winnchago Pool. Groups will receive
a questionnaire 1o help provide this imformation,
= Construction ol an interactive, comprehensive website as an
informaticnal resource and commumication waol: Potendial
pariicipants wall have an opportunity o determine desired website
features at o meeting on April 30,

As organizalions begin to communicate with each other and new ideas are generafed, the
Winnehago Lakes Couneil will help factlilate resource proups and assist in sceking necded
Fnsnees for watershed projects,

Ciee the Network s up and running for the Winnebago Poal, the nest step is wincorporate
aronps throughoul the watershed — an the Upper Fos, Lower Fox and Woll rivers. We
anticipate the Fox-Woll Partners Metwork will play an important role in implementing
actions spelled out in varions management plans throngrhout the walershed,

Funding to develop the Network came From the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation, o
Wisconsin DNR River Planning Grant and membership fees.

New staff contracted

Working with the Winnebago Lakes Council in setting up the Fox-

Woll Partners Metwork is Micole Delkeuster, a graduate student in

Public Administration at LWL Nicele’s undergraduate degree is in
Envirenmental Stadies and Polineal Science, She has worked with
various environmental and pelitieal groups around the Winnehago lakes
and leoows the area well, recently moving rom Fond du Lac 1oa home
o the Fox River in the Town of Aurera, Nicole is alse assisting the
Lakes Council with administrative and other grant activilies. Expect 1o
huu from her often for she is committed to getting the message out about the importance of
taking care of our lakes,

Lditorial content: Jan Scalpone, Mike Lizotte, Dick Mason, Art Techimw
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Around the La_kés_

* Wisconsin Lakes Convention, April 26-28
al the K1 Convention Center in Green Bay, 18 held
annuilly by e Wisconsin Lakes Partnership. This is
the larzest lakes convention in Wisconsin, located a
short distance from us. We urge attendance. This vear’s
theme is Arents of Change: We Make u Difference.
The event is filled with inb'::resting sessions, cahibils,
and some of the stale’s best experts on lakeissues, To
register-contact: wwvwsuwspeduienriuwelakeseonventions’

= Wolf River Conservation Forom, Saturday,
March 24 at Mosquite Hill Nature Center in New
Lomdon from 11 a.n-2 pon. weleomes the public o
cheek out groups and projects dedicated 1o conservation
around the Walf River, Sponsaring the forum is the
Walf River Conservation Alliance, a new partnership
dedicated to long-term sustainability of the Wolf River
Basin. Groups wishing for a display should contact
wallftiverconservationi@myahos.com,

® Luake Sturgeon, Fora few daysevery Febmary
the Winnebage lakes malke headlines as thousands

of sturgeon-spearers take fo the e Our lake system
supposedly has the largest population of lake sturgeon
in the world. A host of area groups collaborate to
maintain a healthy sturgeon population, A UW- Green
Bay survey indicated in 2002 the 10-day sturgeon
season poured $3 million into the area economy —
putting a dollar amount on the value of these
conservation collaboralions.

® Shad Die-OfY. The DME reported it received
numerous calls about the number of dead fish on the
Winnebago lakes this winter. Fish biologists identified
them as gizzard shad. They said winter kill of this
specics 18 cominon. but people don’t usually see the
effect becanse it happens underice, which came late
this season. Shad are on (he northern edge of their
range in this area, 50 abrupt changes in fall and winter
lempetatures may cause large die-offs.

* Another Invasive Species. A halfinch long
shrimp called red mysid — seientific name Heminysis
anemata — 15 the lalest species we have to worry about
invading our lakes. It found its way to the Great Lakes.
in ballast water from the Caspian Sea. The shrimp
competes with area fish [orzooplankton. Exotic species
documented in the Great Lakes now number mare than
180, with new invaders discovered at a rate of one
every eight months, Chare lakes are just a short trip up
rver from the Great Lakes. So far we've been lucky—
lots of bad stuff hasn't reached us. But it takes only ane
watercraft with a few viable members to get a species
thriving. 11°s a tough issue—one the Lakes Council

is addressing by collaborating with arca citizens to
develop an Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention and
Control Plan,

Website is key to Network success

The Winnebaze Lakes Couneil 1s developing an inferactive website with a
goal ol increasing collaborations that improve the Winnebago Pool lakes and
their watershed. The Fox-Woll Partners Network Website will be launched
asa protolype o e pext few months, demonsteating o few past projects thal
are goud examples of collabaration an watershedand lake projects. Initial
features will include: project deseripuons, bricl webpage descriptions of
partners, w database tooscarch for pactners with similar interests, and an event!
mecting calendar,

The Lakes Counctl needs inpur fom partngr groups, agencies, and businesses,
Une challenge is to defermineg how this new website ool can help Gl
communication needs lor parlners. Addilional sebsite features, such as
calendurs, lorum boards, blogs, links toother websites, lake/watershed data
seds, et will be prioritized afier consulting with polental pactners i the pest
lew mronths.

Acsecond need s o gel advice on how 1o organize a network o increase
project development and suceess, The Lakes Council is proposing the
formation of “Resource Cronps™ based on partner inleresl, o give one
cxumple, the Lakes Counetl will propose that an Invasive Species Resource
Giroup would help us find partners to plan and carry out projects in boater
education, monitoering, and control or eradicalion of non-native species.

The Lakes Council will be contacting and meeting with polential pariners.
A briel questionmatre will ask polential partners aboul contact information,
prionly issues: projects; and communication needs, A meeting has been
scheduled for April 30 to give o demo ol the website and diseuss its Jaunch
and future development.

Fox-Wolf Partners Network gathering
Date and Time: Monday, April 30, 2007, 6:30-5:00 pm
Mace: Coughlin Center, Coanty ¥, Oshkosh

The Witnebapgo Lakes Couneil will host a meeting to discuss the developmenl
of new website ols o help groups collaborute on projects o onprove and
profect our lakes and watersheds, Are vou a member of another citizens
group. local business, or agency that is tied fo lakes, streams, and water!
Come and learn hew groups can work logether and diseuss what goals we
mirght have m comman. The meeting will include a briel demonstration of
the website under development, whal resouree groups we might lorm Lo spur
new projects, and o bramnstomuing session about future network activities,
Refreshments will be served.

Annual Meeting
LW Exterision staff Chad
Cook and Catharineg
Meiswendar record
noncerns of Lakes Council
members aboul the
Vifinnebago Pool lakas
at tha-Annual Meating

on Ootohar 26, 2006,
These concerns are
among those anticipatel
to he addressed through
collaborative projects
feneratad by the
Partmers Mebwiirk




Collaboration Works

Fishery projects demonstrate possibilities

Mhe Winnebago Fool is lortimate Lo lave many dedicatled groups,
apencies and businesses workimg to preserve and improve the
lakes, Wedo not have space 1o recount all partnerships thal have
paic of i the past, but hereare a few examples from a single
perspective. the Gsheries:
= Lsdablishing a portable batehery to stock and
restore the sauger fshary
= Edueating tournament anglers ahoul mvasive
ApeLIey
= Creating ceels lo improve lorage and shelter
for voung pame ish
= Dictermining the cconomic value of the
recreational fishery
= Restoring marshes eritieal as spawning and
forage habitat
« Documenting the history of sturgeon flishing
and manazement
= Helping handicapped citizens get into angling
* MProducing and distributing a comprehensive
reporl on water qualily

Following arve examples of twa recent collaborations. The
Lerkes Conncl! ropes these successes canm he continmed and
manltipdied with ereation of the Network,

Groups cooperate in project to survey
Lake Butte des Morts property owners

Several board members and advisers from the Winnebago Lales
Council attended a workshop on Tostering sustainuble behavior
and heard some new wdeas based on Doug Mekenzie-Mobn s
bonk: Commraiie-Bosed Social Martering, The book describes
methaods for surveying people ahout attitudes and desizning
proarams W change hehavior,

Let’s trw i, Lakes Councl atlendees suppested. Lel's start by
corducting a survey of shoreland property owners to delermine
what they perceive 1o be the benefils or barriers 1o adopiing
prachices that protect water qualivy,

Tor make the project manageable, they linted the survey to
restdents oo Lake Butte des Morts, Several partners stepped

up, The Winnebago Lakes Council would oversee the project,
The Bute des Morts Conservation Club agreed o seek, and
subsequently received a small seale DINK grant Tor fundiog. The
Cilizens Mutural Besources Association of Wisconsin offered
matching funds. Local and state specialists Irom UNW-Extension
helped design the survey. The Lakes Counctl Board, representing
numerons lake intereses, served as a test group.

[ late Febroary, 2007 the survey was mailed 1o mare than GO0
Lalee Butle des Mors shoreland property owners: This spring

Lakes Council stalT wall tabulate the survey with help Trom LWO,

Based on results, the partners will design two programs atmed al
removing barriers, real or percetved, W adopling priciices thal
protect the lake,
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Senator Caral Reessler; Gerald Fray, T, Oshkosh Chair; and
Dk Masan represant the views of numerous local groups who
contasted Governor Doyle protesting the sale of Picnls Paint

Networking saves Picnic Point
One person can make a difference

Sometimes just one motivated individual can create a parinership.
ek Mason, an avocational archeologist from Neenah, writes:
“Lasl damwary | read an artiele in the Oshkosh Nordhwestern thal
the stoate wanted Lo sell Pienic Poinl, a 117 acre parcel with 3700
feet of undeveloped shoreling on Lake Winnebapo on the north
enc ol the Cily ol Oshkosh: 1 immediately contacted the State
Archealogist who confirmed the existence of an old cemetery on the site.

*[hen wrote Governor Dovle explaining | was forming a
grassrools protest o slop he sale: T didn e lake long o enlist the
Town ol Oshkosh Chaie, State Senator Carol Roessler, people
from Sturgean for Tomorrow and others to fem a core protest
e, laber to hecome Friends of Menic Paint,

“Archeelogical sites were nol the only concern, This was ane
ol the laraest remaming natural parcels along the Inkeshore,
impartant habitat For aguatic species and accessible w the
public, Waorling singly and with athers, | convineed aver 20
mumctpalitics, conservation clubs and civie organizations o
send resclutions and letters supporting transfer of ttle from the
Winnechapo Mental Health Institute (WHHI w the DNE for
Tulure presereation.

*1 also gathered 200 signatures on a petiton w the Governor to
stap the sale, In support, David Hoest, part dme columnist for the
Applatan Posi Crescent, wrote an exceplionally fine article: For
thiv lonsel the Stade chonfd sav no sole

S0 cold, windy day i Noscember [ was invited to tour the site
wilh the Ho-Chunk Nation archacologist, tribal officers, WhHI
staft and Rob Cramer, Administrator of the Drasion of Slale
Facilitics: At this point, deluged with letters, it was apparent the
state was considering backing ofl from the sale,

"Soon aller this wour Carol Roessler and Governor Dovle recetved
a letter from Rob Cramer recommending title transter from
WhHIT to DNE, Senator Roessler, serving her last term on the
State Building Commission, introduced the tanslfer which passed
unanimously on December 22, Pienic Poinl was saved?”



Join Us
MEMBEr. s $25
Aty 40
Guardian ........... $70
PrOtector e $100
Provider. ..o $250
Sustainer ... $500 l
Benefactor ... $1 000 (Life)
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Mame ==
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State, fip
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| A t" i
Send check to: ww%&ga L
Al canteibutions COLNG]
are tax-deductible, PO fox 100
Wiritrediage, W 54985
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Why we need a watershed netwurk

Fvery onee inawhile 1 1ike Lo ook at old liles 1w

make sure

hstory 1501 repeating tsellf, The other day 1was struck by the

fact that each decade or so some group altempls
the varied interests on e Winnehago lakes and

Lor commeet
rivers, That’s

senerally a good thing, but so far il hasn't worked. The need is
real. 5o 1'm glad to hear another attempt is in the works,

Many successtul organizations are thriving on the Winnebago
lakes and rivers, Most represent well delined milerests, be ihey

angling, bouting, habilal restoration, watlerfow]
hunting, etc. Some are more narrow |y detined
o o specitic lake or river, or even a specilic arca
within a lake ar river. llaving a narcow focus
can help a group stay on larget, bul sometimes

the tareel = much laceer than they realize. Water

quality is a prime example. With over 6000
square miles of land draining info 260+ square
miles of the Winmehago lakes and rivers, waler
quality i simply oo big and oo comples lor
any one group e deal with effectively, in spite

are groups concerned with wetlands and waterfow! habitat,
anel separale proups promoting bird watching. Many people
volunteer o collect water qualily data, yet others are interested
in natural landscaping, or studyving Fog disiributions,
Shoreling homeowners, local governments, and other members
ol the communily ave concerned with the qualily of the

lake environment, while Visitor and Convention Bureaus

and Chambers of Commerce promaote the Ialees for recreation,
Mamy businesses — such as marinas, sporling sood slores,

reslavrants and gas stations — benelit [rom

Water quality is simply

spoerts people who come 1o the area w anjoy the
lakes and slreams.

too big and too complex

for any one group to
deal with effectively,

in spite of the fact that
better water quality
benefits almost everyone.

Certainly a 1ot ol groups care about our
lakes, But communication, coordination, and
cooperation wmong wese varicd mlerests
could be vastly improved, w the benefit of
the Winoebago Pool lokes and all who care
about their health and well-heing,

of the fact that better water quality benefits almost everyone.

Many aroups have similar inferests, but don’t lkenow whal
each other is domg: Even groups with the same lopical focus

or o The same lake are not aware of their conm
communication can b worse between aroups that
conmmon inlerests.

Locaily, proups are interested o just about all as

amality, And
don’t share

pects of the

environmenl. Some proups are interested in general angling,
while others focus only on one or two species of fish, There

The history of past attempts 10 connect varied
interests oo the Winnebago lakes and rivers is essentially a history
ol Tatture, but nol because of lack of efTort Numereus and valiant
efforts have cccurred on the part of individuals and small groups,
only to fall short because of the huge challenge coordination
presents. Mew technology may be the answer A proposal by

the Winnebago Lakes Council aims do vse the power of Iintermel
networking W incrense opporlunitics B groups o communicale
and coopertle. The dream of connectling our wealth of groups Lo
increase the commoen good is alive and well. and deserves another
chance, Ave Teehilow



